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Scoil Mhuire gan Smál Ballymote Roll No: 19964U

School Summary Document based on Department of Education and Skills Publication

Guidance on Remote Learning in a COVID-19 Context: September – December 2020

 For primary schools and special schools 

 

Context:

This outline plan is a response to the Department of Education and Skills publication: ‘Guidance on 
Remote Learning in a Covid-19 Context: September -December 2020 For Primary and Special 
Schools’.  The above mentioned document is designed to provide guidance for primary schools and 
special schools in situations where a partial or full school closure is advised by Public Health HSE 
because of a case or cases of COVID-19. It is also intended to advise schools on how individual pupils 
or groups of pupils who may have to self-isolate or restrict their movements can be supported in 
continuing their learning remotely. It is intended to update this guidance in December 2020. 

Our school previously engaged in online learning during the previous school year. This document 
aims to provide clarity to the school community of the steps to be taken and the roles and 
responsibilities involved.

Planning and Organisation:

Digital Communications between Staff

The school uses the Aladdin Schools Management Software. Messages are relayed between staff 
through this medium primarily. The in-school Google Calendar is also integrated with this platform. 
School staff have been provided with a school specific email address which is also used to 
communicate amongst staff. This will be the primary point of contact in the event of a whole school 
closure. In the event of a school closure, the Zoom Video Conferencing platform will be used for staff 
meetings.

Digital Communications between staff and pupils

The Seesaw app will be the platform for communication between teachers and pupils in the event of 
a partial or full school closure or in the event that an individual pupil or group of pupils are required 
to self-isolate or restrict their movements. Teachers and pupils/parents should ensure that the app 
is working suitably for them before any school closures are necessary. In the event that a pupil has 
been advised to self-isolate or restrict their movements, the class teacher will provide continuity of 
learning to the greatest extent possible for such pupils. If this is not a practical option, then we will 
refer to section 2.2 of the guidelines.
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Digital Communications between school and parents/guardians

The school has an up to date database of parental/guardian phone numbers and email addresses. 
The school will communicate with parents/guardians via our text a parent text message service and 
also via email when communicating longer messages or documents such as letters. Please note that 
emails sent to all parents or groups of parents are one way only. Parents can communicate with the 
school at any stage via the dedicated email address office@smgsballymote.ie . Our school website 
www.smgsballymote.ie is also regularly updated.

Remote Teaching and Learning

Remote teaching and learning will be conducted through the Seesaw app. Learning Support teachers 
will liaise with class teachers to ensure a co-ordinated approach to the pupils they work with. The 
website www.pdst.ie/blendedlearning contains guidance on the use of this platform. Learning 
Support Teachers and Special Needs Assistants may communicate with their pupils via phone or over 
the Zoom Video Conferencing platform as deemed necessary.

Continuity in the event that a teacher has to restrict their movements

A shared online storage drive has been established to allow staff to upload their short term plans so 
that in the event that they have to restrict their movements, an outline of intended work is available 
to any substitute teacher employed by the school. 

Contact Details

Parents and staff have been asked to ensure that their contact details are up to date.

Development of Relevant Skills

It is strongly recommended that pupil, parents and teachers spend time familiarising themselves 
with the afore-mentioned digital platforms in anticipation of any school closure. There are a number 
of good Seesaw tutorials online which may be useful.

Embedding Digital Technologies is the focus of our most recent School Self Evaluation. Staff have 
undertaken a number of training opportunities in relation to digital technologies. Further 
information can be found at www.pdst.ie/blendedlearning.

A list of resources is appended to this document

Responding to a range of scenarios

Where a partial or full school closure is required, our school will immediately put in place our plan of 
action to enable continuity of learning for pupils. A range of possible scenarios are outlined in 
section 3 of Guidance on Remote Learning in a COVID-19 Context: September – December 2020.

mailto:office@smgsballymote.ie
http://www.smgsballymote.ie/
http://www.pdst.ie/blendedlearning
http://www.pdst.ie/blendedlearning
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Features of provision

Features of provision to support pupils in their learning from home for reasons related to COVID-19 
will include:

 Regular engagement with pupils
 A blend of guided learning and independent learning tasks/experiences
 Appropriate and engaging learning opportunities
 Recognition of the need to guide parent of pupils in the infants and junior classes in 

particular
 Two-way feedback between home and school.

Appendices

 Resource List

SMGS Ballymote October 2020
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Organisation Website Purpose of support

The Professional 
Development 
Service for 
Teachers (PDST)

https://www.pdst.ie/blendedl
earning

https://www.pdst.ie/DistanceL
earning

https://www.pdst.ie/DistanceL
earning/DigTech

www.pdsttechnologyineducati
o n.ie

https://teachercpd.ie/

www.scoilnet.ie

www.webwise.ie

Teachers can access a suite of sector-specific (primary or post-
primary) supports when embarking on blended learning in 
their contexts. These supports contain guidance as well as 
practical applications and case studies.

The PDST has developed many resources to support schools in 
providing distance learning for their students.

Additional links from PDST Digital Technology Team are also 
available, including links to short instructional videos that 
contain activities which can be adapted for online teaching and 
digital learning preparation resources.

PDST School infrastructure: Schools can contact ictadvice@pdst.ie 
regarding queries about their infrastructure or can email 
broadbandservicedesk@pdst.ie regarding broadband queries. 
More information on technology can be found at the broader PDST 
(Technology in Education) website

There are a variety of short online courses available on 
TeacherCPD.ie Teachers can access a variety of online short 
courses to upskill in many digital areas, including online 
teaching and assessment

Scoilnet contains a database of over 20,000+ online resources 
including websites, quizzes, lesson plans, notes, video/audio, 
games and other multimedia. To further support distance 
learning, Learning Paths may be used to create and organise 
collections of resources found on Scoilnet.

Access to advice, information and resources exploring a range of 
internet safety issues and concerns.

An Chomhaire um 
Oideachas 
Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta 
(COGG)

https://www.cogg.ie/en/resou
rc es/

An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelscolaíochta 
caters for the educational needs of Gaeltacht schools and of 
Gaelscoileanna. There is a wide range of online resources available 
such as, access to digital books, videos and teaching aids. COGG is 
supporting TG4 with Cúla 4 ar Scoil which is continuing in 
September; the development of ‘Fí na Folláine’, an Irish language 
version of ‘Weaving Wellbeing’ to support children at this 
challenging time.The National 

Council for 
Special Education 
(NCSE)

www.ncse.ie/online-resources The NCSE website outlines a wide range of resources to support 
home learning suitable for children with special educational 
needs

Education 
Centres

www.esci.ie Centres provide a range of online courses/webinars in response 
to demand from local schools and teachers.

https://www.pdst.ie/blendedlearning
https://www.pdst.ie/blendedlearning
https://www.pdst.ie/DistanceLearning
https://www.pdst.ie/DistanceLearning
https://www.pdst.ie/DistanceLearning/DigTech
https://www.pdst.ie/DistanceLearning/DigTech
http://www.pdsttechnologyineducation.ie/
http://www.pdsttechnologyineducation.ie/
http://www.pdsttechnologyineducation.ie/
https://teachercpd.ie/
http://www.scoilnet.ie/
http://www.webwise.ie/
mailto:ictadvice@pdst.ie
mailto:broadbandservicedesk@pdst.ie
https://www.scoilnet.ie/index.php?id=360
https://www.cogg.ie/en/resources
https://www.cogg.ie/en/resources
https://www.cogg.ie/en/resources
http://www.ncse.ie/online-resources
http://www.esci.ie/

