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                               Scoil Mhuire gan Smál, Ballymote, Co.Sligo
                                       Whole School Policy – Class Splits

Glossary of terms:

Split Class – This is where a class year group (e.g., fourth class) is split into two or more groups, in order to 
reduce overall class size.

Multi Grade Class – This is a class made up of pupils from two different year groups (e.g., fourth and fifth 
class).

DES – Department of Education and Skills

B.O.M – Board of Management

Background and Rationale:

In the interest of providing the best education for all pupils, it may from time to time be necessary to divide 
and combine class groups into mixed classes, which are smaller in size and offer a better pupil-teacher 
ratio. Currently in our school, we have eight classes and nine class teachers. The DES allocates one teacher 
to each group of 25 pupils at present. This is known as the pupil-teacher ratio. The principal has overall 
responsibility for grouping or splitting the classes where numbers would otherwise be too big or too small 
in one class. The DES’ objective is that class size should be as equitable as possible across all class levels. 
The pupil-teacher ratio is dictated annually by the government. 

Aims and Objectives of this policy:

 To provide a framework for the splitting of classes

 To outline the procedure for placing children in particular mixed-class groupings

 To outline other relevant considerations and arrangements

 To set out the approaches to be used to ensure the best learning outcomes for all children in 
mixed classes

 To set out the arrangements for textbooks and schemes of work

Framework for the splitting of classes:

The Department of Education requests authorities to ensure that the number of pupils in any class is 
kept as low as possible, taking all relevant contextual factors into account. In particular, schools are urged 
where possible, to ensure smaller class sizes in the junior classes. 
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At the time of planning the classes for the coming year, the principal will look at the overall numbers in 
each year group and the number of teachers available to teach them. He will decide how best to 
organise classes with a view to providing the best educational opportunities for all children.

The arrangement of classes will differ from year to year; in some cases, there may be no need to split any 
class in an academic year. A class split is put in place for one school year, numbers and staffing 
arrangements will dictate the arrangement in subsequent years. In short, a class may be split once, more 
than once during their time in primary school or perhaps not at all. These arrangements are made year to 
year.

Class splits can occur in a number of ways and every instance is different. Often, a class is split with some of 
the children in a class with an older grouping and some with a younger group. The overall objective is to 
use the resources available to the school to reduce class sizes throughout the school.

Procedure for placing children in particular class groups:

When it is necessary to split a class, the following steps will apply:

1. Parents will be informed in June if their child’s class is due to be split for the following 
school year. They will be advised that any split will be in line with this school policy.

2. Parents along with their child, will be asked to nominate three friends they would like to be 
in their child’s class. Every effort will be made to facilitate the inclusion of at least one of 
these friends.

3. Our policy is to form mixed-ability groups. This is accepted best practice. We will not split 
classes on the basis of age or ability.

4. In the interest of fairness, pupils whose class has been split previously but who were not in 
a multi grade class then, will normally be the first pupils assigned to a new multi grade class.

5. Classes will then be split in an open and transparent manner, by random selection, giving 
due consideration to gender balance.

6. The drawing of names by random selection for each class grouping will be carried out by the 
Principal and witnessed by the Chairperson of the B.O.M.

7. Particular consideration may need to be given by school management to the placement of 
pupils with Complex Special Educational Needs.

8. Parents/Guardians of twins and siblings in the same year group will be given the option of 
splitting their children or keeping them in the same group.
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9. Class divisions will be made known to parents and pupils before the summer holidays. This 
will in the first instance be communicated in writing to parents. We expect parental support 
in implementing this policy and kindly request that parents/guardians accept the outcome 
of any class split.

Other considerations and arrangements:

 The process of forming new friendships is a life skill which is important to develop. A positive and 
supportive attitude from parents is a key element in achieving a successful outcome in the new 
groups.

 It will not always be possible to keep friends together, but the teachers of each class to be split are 
consulted in advance of any decision so an informed decision is made.

 Pupils in a grade which is split will share school breaktimes together on the playground. 
Please note that Public Health Guidelines in relation to Covid-19 may affect this.

 Where possible, split classes will engage in joint activities and events throughout the 
year as appropriate.

 Pupils will be prescribed homework in line with our school homework policy.

 When a class is split and some pupils are placed with a younger class, this should not 
be viewed as a disadvantage. They will follow the same curriculum as their peers.

Arrangement for books and schemes of work for split classes.

 In a multi grade classroom, the prescribing of textbook and the planning of a scheme of work will 
be differentiated for the core subjects of literacy and numeracy.

 The class teacher will differentiate the remaining curricular subjects using the various methods of 
differentiation recommended in the Primary School Curriculum (NCCA 1999).

 Due to the nature of varying teaching styles, differing timetables, etc., progression through the 
curriculum and the prescription of homework may differ between split classes. All children will 
access the full curriculum. 

 Where textbooks are to be bought / used by pupils, the class teacher will take due regard to the 
history of the class groupings to date and the schemes of work previously covered by the incoming 
class grouping.

 The two teachers of a split class will regularly confer on curricular matters.
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The allocation of teachers to split/mixed classes.

It is the duty of the Principal as per Circular 16/73 to assign teaching duties.

Ratification and Review.

This policy was ratified by the Board of Management of Scoil Mhuire gan Smál, at a meeting on 
9/6/21

It will be reviewed in line with the school cycle of policy review.
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